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e-NGO opens office in city

SOHINI B HERIES,

Human lmmun.nde-ﬂr.‘:enc}-
virus (HIV) is a germ
which can leap eighty feet in
theairand infecta m, this
was he response atruck
driver when asked about his
awnreness about HIVAIDS
(acquired immuno deficiency
syndroma) duﬂng 8 Survey
conducted by Sukriti Founda-
ion, the only eNGO (non-gov-
emment organisation) in the
eouniry formally launched in
the city. The survey also re-
wvealed that the 85 per cent of
the truck drivers in the state,
Lhe community most st risk
e Bod AYaRe
ahout the killer disease,
Sukriti Foundation classi-
fies themselves as a combing-
tion of professional people
from variows backgrounds, in-
cluding mediaand communi-
cation have formed this or-
panisation, the firstof its kind
which will focus only oa bele-
vision asa medium for secial
communication focusing on
healtheare and education.
According o a TAM India
survey released by the foun-
dation the reason for choosing
telivision as 8 medium o neach
out bo the unreachable is that
38 per cent ofthe television au-
divnce in the country are peg-
gl& who do not work, another
2 percent of theothers fall in-
b the category of unskilled

workers and galy the top 10 per
cént comprise professionals,
exeoutives, indusirialists and
businessmen.

The foandation hasalready
slarted pilet programmes on
such tuppii-l:iia 11 districts of
West Bengal In assoclation
with i channe called Bangla
Akhon whichreaches out o
the district &, stated Ab-
hijit Dasgupta foander mem-
hr‘li?; mgn-ﬁ ate:au-

& TS .
ci.a,lb_l,rpupmus[ﬂ Includi
upsdate introduced for the m
time on televigion en bloed
stock availahility in the gov-
ornment blood banks in the
cltyand a helpne to for con-

tacting in case uiemergen-c:.r
reduirements,
Th:fuumhumh:-sﬂswr-
chestrated live and interacioe
programumes on HIVATDS, use
and misuse of bloed, tha-
lagaemin, mental health and
child psychalogy with each of
the programmees on an average
receiving 10 patient calls per
minute. The jolnt efforts of
Sukriti Foundation along with
the Thalassaemia Foundation
and West Bengal Voluntary
Blood Donors Forum, the pros
gramme on thalasaemia has
led the sinie Eovernment iy
launch aspecial prevention
programme on this disorder
and blood bank recommenda-

tions have materialised with
30 per cent implementation.
More than 40 percent of the
codnlry's HIVIALDS popuia-
tin are below 35 yearswith 67

percent urban concentration, |

thEI'EEI:m: wie will focuson ere-
ating programmes which deal
with nod anly preventive lesses
but cases of discrimination
from various districts, Das-
Buptasaid,

The fousdation's alm i io
have 3 24-hour live and inger-
getive felevision channel

- which will have specially de-

Signed programmes for (arget
Eroups wllh healtheare and
education focus initially. The
channel will have 24 houwr
helplines for marpinalised sec-
tigns of society like the trans.
ﬁ‘n'r:ler community  and
TAIDS paticnis,

There will be empanciled

hﬂm with 20
wiorkors advocacy cells
and linkages tostate depart-
s,

Our healtheare  pro-
grimmes will deal with
ventive and primary health-
care and contradictions in
healtheare delivery and issies
dhﬂlmmmmjﬂ and basic
education Including sex edu-
cation and aduli edweation fior
sell employment, concluded
Bhaskar Ghosh, retired secoe-
tary of information and broad-
hﬂsling. and a founder medm.
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